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Abstract: Family is the basic unit of the society. With the modernization and regular language contact taking place
in the multilingual society of Malaysia, the languages used among the Chinese family members could hardly remain
unaffected. Based on the statistics and data collected in a field study, this paper will give an account on the current
language use and changes found in terms of language variety from four aspects, namely the languages spoken be-
tween husband and wife, parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, and among siblings in the Chinese
family who are of Fujian, Guangdong, Kejia, Chaozhou and Hainan origins respectively. The finding confirms that
language shift has already taken place in the Chinese family in Malaysia, moving away slowly from the dialects of
their origins and heading for Mandarin and English.
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